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Let me delightfully welcome all of you to this historic and unique gathering 
in Lagos Nigeria. As I look at the sea of heads here and the calibre of 

Africans present, I see a determined generation different from the present 
and the past African leaders. I therefore use this opportunity to commend 

the organizers of this programme and the Lagos State government for 
accepting to encourage the growth and development of the next generation 
of Africans. 

 
I am here only to deliver the Key Note address while the main speakers by 

their presentation are to do the needful by charting a positive economic part 
for Africa and Africans as a whole. 
 

However, in delivering this key note address, I will briefly look at the history 
of the continent from what happened yesterday, what we are doing today as 
a base for where we would want to be tomorrow.  

 
It is a known fact that Africa has always been of great interest to the other 

continents of the world and would always remain so. This is because the 
continent has always been seen from economic point of view as the WORLD 
FREE MARKET by the people of other continents. However any one looks at 

it, the simple truth is that Africa is a blessed continent. Africa is blessed 
with natural and Human resources.  She is endowed with rich culture and 

tradition which is one of the unifying factors round the continent. No 
wonder therefore the continent in its entirety has been recognized as the 
FUTURE DESTINATION FOR THE ECONOMIC AND HUMAN RESOURCES 

DEVELOPMENT of the rest of the world. 
 
The truth as we know it today is that colonization of Africa was not for the 

love of Africa or Africans, but for the utilization of the human and natural 
resources of the continent for the best interest of the other part of  the 

world. Thus the “RUSH FOR AFRICA OR THE SCRAMBLE FOR AFRICA”. 
 
We would remember that Berlin Conference of 1884 regulated and 

established the rules of exploitation of Africa. Remember also, that this 
conference became necessary because several European countries have led 
conflicting claims over different parts of the continent of Africa. The problem 



therefore was who actually owns where or which part of the continent for 
the economic interest of their home government. 

 
Different history books hold the view that, the then German Chancellor Otto 

Van Bismarck convened a conference and decision was reached on how  to 
politically partition the continent of Africa for the interest of the European 
Government including the United States of America. The geo-political map of 

Africa today is the result of the 1884 Berlin Conference. From what we see 
today in Africa through colonial affiliation, France, Portugal, Germany and 
Great Britain were the most beneficiaries in the balkanization of the African 

continent. 
 

According to Blij and Muller, “By the time Africa regained its independence 
in the 1950‟s through 70s, the realm had acquired a legacy of political 
fragmentation that could neither be eliminated nor be made to operate 

satisfactorily. The African political Geographic map is thus a permanent 
liability that resulted from the greedy acquisition during a period when 

Europe‟s search for mineral and market had become insatiable” (See 
Geography: Realms and Concepts by H. J. De Blij, and Peter O. Muller, 
pages 304-305), 2003 edition 

 
A PRE INDEPENDENT MOVES BY AFRICAN YOUTHS. 
 

A peep into the place and role of African youths in pre Independence 
politics, governance and off course Economic path way clearly shows the 

role of African youths for the political independence and economic 
emancipation of African countries. For instance the nascent consciousness 
that led to the formation of Pan African movement of the early Twentieth 

century and the landmark Manchester conference of 1945 witnessed radical 
African Youths for the love of their continent.  
 

Kwane Nkrumah of Ghana was appointed secretary general at the 
Manchester conference. NnamdiAzikiwe of Nigeria, Wallace Johnson of 

Sierra Leone etc1 “Fired the imagination” of their colleagues back home in 
Africa. Many of them founded political parties that became the arrowhead of 
the agitation for independence of their respective countries. 

 
Their awareness of the huge challenges before Africa prompted the 

Manchester conference to pass resolutions that would increase pressure on 
the colonial powers to quickly dismantle their Colonies on Africa. This most 
important conference for Africa made that unequivocal declaration on the 

equality of all men, irrespective of colour or place of birth. These young men 
for the interest of Africa rather than personal gains reached resolutions that 
set the tone for the anti-Colonial struggles in Africa in the run up to her 

independence. 
 

Kwame Nkrumah, a major player in the Manchester conference was seen to 
later return home to found the Convention Peoples Party, which led Ghana 
to independence in March 6, 1957. The first country in South of the Sahara 

to throw away the colonial Yoke. Following suite were other territories who 

                                                           
1
For details on the representation from West Africa and other regions in Africa, see C.O.C Amate, inside the 

OAU: Pan Africanism in practice, London: Macmillan publishers, 1986; AmaduSesay, Sola Ojo and 
OrobolaFaseun. The OAU after twenty years, Washington, D.C: University press of America, 1984, p35 



under youthful leadership gained independence: Nigeria 1960, Sierra Leone 
1961 and Kenya 1964, respectively. One therefore wonders if there exist 

youthful leaders in this conference today, who would for the sake of 
posterity be bold enough to aspire and reach these heights and affect true 

economic change in Africa? 
 
Also the Francophone African Countries witnessed the same movement for 

emancipation and gained their independence from their respective colonial 
masters. 
 

On the whole what actually comes to mind is that the gradual introduction 
of the urge for political emancipation as a result of the self awareness led by 

Dr. Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana and Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe of Nigeria also 
paved way for economic independence of African countries. The reverse is 
sadly the case today. 

 
So, whether or not Ghana, Nigeria and African Youths are still active 

participants in the governance and regulation of her economies throws up 
many questions seeking answers, especially the dominance of the political 
and governance space by the old guard in the last Fifty years of many 

African Countries including those of our countries in focus (Ghana, Nigeria). 
LOOK AT THE AGES AND LITERACY LEVELS OF THE PRESIDENTS OF 
AFRICAN NATIONS AND TELL ME YOUR ANSWER PRIVATELY. 

 
WHERE WE ARE: A UNITED AFRICA 

To exercise our sovereign authority, African states like other regions of the 
world have come together to form a common interest or bond in the name of 
Union. The States of the continent of Africa came together to form the 

Organization of African Union (OAU). For some reasons, which are not 
necessary in this discussion, the OAU was changed to African Union (AU) 
with Head Quarters at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in 2001. 

 
At this stage, Africans have decided to take their destiny into their hands. 

The Union offers hope, unity, economic, political and security co-operation 
between member states and the continent at large (Wikipedia). 
 

The objectives of the formation of the Union are anchored in the defence of 
the sovereignty of member states, the promotion of the unity, solidarity, 

political and socio-economic integration of the continent are all important to 
the Union. 
 

The Heads of State and Government of member state meet annually at the 
Assembly of the African Union in Addis Ababa to take important decisions 
on matters affecting the continent. This is the highest decision making body 

of the Union. 
 

The Union has established Rules and Regulation which have become the 
norms for the social and political development of the member states. For 
instance, in 2003 one year after the establishment of the Union, it adopted 

what they called “African 
 

 
 
 



Union Convention on preventing and combating corruption”. In 2007, the 
Union adopted the “African Charter on Democracy, Elections and 

Governance”. I am specific on these because I intend to discuss the role of 
State Governments later. 

 
The Union has established “Peace and Security Council” which was adopted 
by the Assembly in 2002. This is similar to the United Nations Security 

Council. 
 
The Council is to prevent the emergence of any crises situation within the 

continent. However, if crisis could not be prevented, the Council should 
facilitate a timely intervention, management and resolution of the conflict. It 

also has the power for post conflict peace building within the member 
states. 
 

It will be recalled that in July 2001, African leaders adopted the New 
Partnership for Africa‟s Development (NEPAD), the road map for the 

continent‟s development. Since its adoption over a decade ago, not much is 
known or heard about its activities and programs. As the only development 
initiative available on an African scale, it must rise up to its billing and 

deliver positive conclusive results in areas such as science, technology, 
agriculture and infrastructure. The initiative has just been re-launched with 
its recent integration as a development agency of the African Union 

Structure. It should also strengthen its Peer Review Mechanism. This 
original and unique approach is about evaluating political and economic 

governance in countries that are willing to be assessed. 
 
ROLES OF AFRICAN LEADERS IN CHARTING THE WAY FORWARD. 

Yes, Africa is the future, but how prepared are we to receive the future? We 
have the ugly colonization experience. The leaders are therefore expected to 
juxtapose the past experience with today‟s political, economic and social 

realities to prepare for the future of the continent. 
 

NOTE THAT: The objectives of the African Union as enunciated above are 
built around the political and economic protection of the member states. 
That means that every member state is expected to have had the INTERNAL 

MECHANISM for her stability within her territory. It is the fullness of these 
stabilities that would propel the regional economic growth and development. 

 
On the other hand, the Union could through her council or communities 
regulate the political and economic relationship between member states and 

their foreign partners or investors for uniformity of practice. But, we must 
not also forget that, these member states are sovereign. I am of the view 
that, where there is no common practical procedure among the African 

States, then there cannot be measurable standard of benefit in their foreign 
relations. LOOK AT THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THEIR ACTIVITIES. 

 
Therefore, it is my view that African Leaders should establish and effect 
democratic values in the governance of their respective countries. This 

should include political values for Next Generations of the youths of the 
continent. Each government should build the platform for the growth of the 

succeeding generation. In every given society the youths are the people who 
form the generation next. That is why it is often said “We shall invest for the 
future”. Or sometimes it is said that” the Future is now”. It simply means 



that the template or the foundation for the future is to be laid now. 
Developing pro-youth policies and programmes must be laid now by the 

present generation or you can call it the OLDER GENERATION. This should 
be a matter of legislation and obligation on the leaders of all the African 

countries. Reluctance or refusal to draw up and implement such programme 
should result to prosecution of such leaders even after leaving office. That 
way the youths in Africa would have a “culture of life” to belong. 

 
When democratic practice is growing strong, people‟s interest on the state 
values will be stronger. I can assert that democratic policies and principles 

of the government could fuel and resurrect the economic ideals of the people 
in that state. It has been said that Democratic policies are the catalyst for 

economic development of the people. This is because Democracy enkindles 
in the man the zeal to work hard. 
 

More worrisome as a factor affecting the economic growth of the African 
countries is the fact that our leaders only emerge, elected or appointed into 

office either because they are of one religious background or one Ethnic 
nationality or the only ones with the heavy pockets or have “political god 
fathers” who can bear the huge cost of their elections. When a person 

emerges from any of these classes, intelligence, experience, knowledge and 
all round qualification are no longer factors for consideration in election or 
appointment. The consequences of this are absence of knowledge of 

Democratic and developmental policies by the leaders. The country suffers 
the consequences of the ignorance. Time has come in Africa when tribal 

sentiment and religious bigotry should not sway the election and 
appointment of our African leaders into office. 
 

CONCLUSION: 
As African Leaders, we need to come together to define a unifying vision of 
how we may exploit the talents of our youths, who are no doubt as 

technological savvy as any other youths in the world. Their exposure and 
talents in exploiting the growth of internet and communications technology 

has proven this. We will need to develop appropriate policy packages, in 
addition to creating proper infrastructure base for growth and development 
in the different fields of technology and African culture. 

 
Therefore, the perception that the youths have not contributed much 

towards economic development in Africa is grossly erroneous. A better 
position to take is that African Youths have not effectively made use of their 
superior numeric numbers to effect economic changes in their favour 

consistently.  While this is not as a result of lack of interest and efforts on 
their parts, it is more of hostile political, economic and social environment.  
Rigid structural barriers to youth‟s mobility in politics and the economy in 

many African countries have done more havoc to African youths than other 
parts of the world. Furthermore, “harmful” cultural practices that require 

young people to defer to older ones make it hard for the youths to „Liberate‟ 
themselves. 
 

Furthermore, African youths have not also been able to successful organize 
themselves into workable pressure groups to effect positive political and 

economic changes in Africa. It is therefore very important to put in place 
national, regional and continental policies that will promote collaboration, 
understanding  and mutual respect among the youths to reduce the 



influence of the older generation over them, and to further overcome the 
issue of „divide and rule‟ strategies employed by their elders in politics. 

 
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS/OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE  
AFRICAN YOUTH 

Many things have been said, written and reported about Africa, most 
negative and one cannot but ask “Is the African Youth doomed”? Is there 
hope for the African Youth and his economy? 

 
In all of these speculations, the plight of the African Youth is not as hopeless 

as conceived. It is not out of place to opine that even the rural African 
Youth, including those out of school are aware of what is responsible for 
their present challenges and marginalization, what is missing thus far is a 

credible youth agency for their mobilization, enlightenment and motivation, 
to channel their enormous energies towards positive change nationally, 

regionally and continentally. Though this will not easily be achieved as 
developing pro-youth policies and programs because of the reluctance of the 
older generation to give up their elaborate political, economic, and social 

privileges against the younger generation of Africans 
  
It is also essential for the youths to do all they can to convince the old 

political class that youth empowerment and inclusion in governance 
processes is a sine- qua-non for overall continental development, peace and 

security. The youths of Ghana, Nigeria and Africa as a continent must be 
bold, courageous and diplomatic in expressing their dare needs to the elders 
of the serving generation.   

 
Urgent steps should be taken to revise the secondary and tertiary curricula 
in the education sector and encourage students to take science based 

subjects up to university level as record breaking Nations are only as such 
through technical acquisition of knowledge exhibited through applied 

science and technology that engender creativity, innovation, production, 
employment and overall economic growths2. 
 

Finally, youth crisis have done more havoc than good and, as an economic 
challenge, these will only be successfully tackled if Africans and her Youth 

in particular prize and defend democracy and good governance in their 
respective countries. African youths know and understand democracy and 
should avoid the syndrome of “USE & DUMP of youths by the political class 

without commensurate provisions for the good of Next Generation.  My final 
emphases and advise to the present generation of African leaders is simply 
that consolidating good governance in Africa is the way forward if economic 

heights must be reached. 
 

 
Thank you. 
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conference on science, Techno and innovation, Ibadan Nigeria, quoted in the Nation (Lagos), June 10,2014.p7 


